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                          Commonwealth of Massachusetts

                                HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

                         STATE HOUSE, BOSTON MA 02133-1054
May 12, 2006

Dear Esteemed Members of Congress:

We, the undersigned, want to voice our opposition to the amendment of the Coast Guard Authorization Act that (1) singles out the CapeWind project proposed for Nantucket Sound and (2) subjects it to a veto regardless of the findings of a five year public hearing process.  

Seventeen federal, state and local agencies are involved in an ongoing review of the wind farm.  The Corps of Engineers/Interior Department, Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and the Massachusetts Energy Facilities Siting Board reviews have afforded the public many opportunities to comment on the project.  Indeed, they have been the only public processes available and their findings have been favorable.  Additionally, the Massachusetts Audubon Society has given the project a provisional approval finding no significant danger to the local endangered species, specifically roseate terns and piping plovers.  Please see the attached fact sheet for areas the DEIS/DEIR comments in specific areas.

This project still has a long comment period before the final environmental impact report is written.  If problems are found with air traffic control radar this issue will be addressed.  The FAA has already given the project a green light but they will be able to comment further.

The 24 square mile Horseshoe Shoals area in Nantucket Sound is very shallow.  Commercial fishing in draggers and ferry traffic are impossible in this area.  Any vessel with more than a 2 foot draft attempting to navigate these waters would run aground.  As navigation in the area by commercial vessels is not possible, allegations of safety hazards created by the wind farm are misplaced.

Opponents also argue that the project is simply a land grab by a rich developer. As with their other arguments, this argument too is misplaced. The developer will be required to pay leasing fees to the Federal Government, 28% of which will be paid to the Commonwealth. Moreover, the developer has already reached an agreement with the Town of Yarmouth to require an annual payment for siting of transmission lines. 
As a nation we have decided to provide incentives for developers to encourage the creation of renewable energy because of its many benefits that we can all agree upon.  We also do this because public entities do not have the capital to initiate projects of this magnitude.

If polls are any indicator of how the citizens of Massachusetts view this project, a CBS poll concluded that 82% of those surveyed favored the development.  In fact, an independent analysis conducted by the University of Massachusetts/University of New Hampshire concluded that citizens of Massachusetts support it by a 6 to 1 margin.  There may be a vocal minority who opposes it on the Cape and Islands, but the vast majority of the residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts support the project and 60% of Cape Codders are either in favor or undecided.  

We are all keenly aware that the price of electricity has increased as a result of the rising cost of fossil fuels used to generate electricity –costs that will not impact renewable energy. We should be creating as much renewable energy as possible to mitigate the ever-rising costs of fossil fuel and the electricity it generates.  Rising electrical costs have a tremendous impact on the mid to lower income families of the Cape. Not all of them are wealthy. Census figures show that 60% of the workers on Cape Cod are employed in areas that pay an average of $20,000 a year.

Is it fair to ask the people living along the Gulf of Mexico coastline to have gigantic oil rigs and gas flares within view to supply the nation with energy and not have wind turbines in Nantucket Sound?  Is it fair to ask the people of the Appalachian mountain area to have mountain after mountain leveled losing ancient forests and mountain streams forever to provide the nation with coal and not have wind turbines in Nantucket Sound?  Is it fair to allow the ranches of Wyoming to have the mineral rights taken out from under them for gas exploration and not have wind turbines six miles off the coast in Nantucket Sound?  

We believe putting wind turbines six miles off the shore in Nantucket Sound is a small price to pay to share the burden of supplying energy to the nation and reduce its consumption of fossil fuels.  It will also provide the southern New England region with considerable benefits that cannot be discounted.  

In summary, the opponents have not articulated an argument based on facts and have used statements that cannot be documented to argue their case.  We have supplied you with the facts developed from an exhaustive and ongoing public review process.  For these reasons we ask that you reject the amendment to the Coast Guard Authorization bill that will unfairly single out the Cape Wind project.  
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